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Information sheet – Extracts 
Convention on the Rights of the Child  
Full text of the Convention can be found on the Australasian Legal Information Institute 
website: www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1991/4.html 

Article 1 
For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being below the age 
of eighteen years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier. 

Article 2 
1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each 
child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his 
or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. 

Article 7 
1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a 
name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared 
for by his or her parents. 

Article 8 
1. States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, 
including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law without unlawful 
interference. 

Article 19 
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational 
measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, 
neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in 
the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child. 

Article 28 
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this 
right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular: 

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all 

Article 30 
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous origin 
exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied the right, in 
community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess 
and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language. 
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Article 32 
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and 
from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s 
education, or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social 
development. 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Persons 
Full text of the Declaration can be found on the United Nations website: 
www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 

Article 2 
Indigenous  peoples  and  individuals  are  free  and  equal  to  all  other peoples and individuals 
and have the right to be free from any kind of  discrimination,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights,  
in  particular  that based on their indigenous origin or identity. 

Article 4 
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to autonomy 
or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and 
means for financing their autonomous functions. 

Article 5 
Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political, legal, 
economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to participate fully, if they so 
choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life of the State. 

Article 6 
Every indigenous individual has the right to a nationality. 

Article 8 
1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced assimilation 
or destruction of their culture. 

Article 9 
Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an indigenous community or 
nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs of the community or nation concerned. 
No discrimination of any kind may arise from the exercise of such a right. 

Article 10 
Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or territories. No relocation 
shall take place without the free, prior and informed consent of the indigenous peoples 
concerned and after agreement on just and fair compensation and, where possible, with the 
option of return. 

Article 15 
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the dignity and diversity of their cultures, traditions, 
histories and aspirations which shall be appropriately reflected in education and public 
information. 
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Article 17 
1. Indigenous individuals and peoples have the right to enjoy fully all rights established under 
applicable international and domestic labour law. 

Article 26 
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have 
traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired. 

Extracts 
Convention on the Rights of the Child  
Full text of the Convention can be found on the Australasian Legal Information Institute 
website www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1991/4.html 

A child: 

 means a person under 18 
 should not be discriminated against because of race, colour, sex, language, religion or 

disability 
 has a right to a name and a nationality, and if possible, the right to know and be cared for 

by their parents 
 should be protected from violence or abuse 
 has the right to an education 
 has the right to their own culture, religion and language 
 should not be forced to do work that is harmful or would stop them getting an education. 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Persons 
Full text of the Declaration can be found on the United Nations website: 
www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 

Indigenous people: 

 should not be discriminated against because they are indigenous 
 have the right to make decisions about their own lives 
 have the right to a nationality 
 should not have their culture destroyed 
 have the right to belong to an indigenous community 
 should not be taken away from their land without their agreement 
 should have their culture respected 
 should have their culture taught in schools and society 
 have the same rights as all other people  
 have the right to their own land and resources. 
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