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Get Parliament
ACT IVITY S H E ETS Parliamentary Education Office

Get inveolved

1. Create a get involved quiz

Write a list of ten questions and answers. For example you could ask questions like
‘How many petitions are presented to the Parliament each year?’ Find a partner and take it
in turns to answer each other’s questions.

2. Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are one way the public can comment on current
issues. Collect three letters to the editor from newspapers. What are they
about? How well does each letter make its argument? Is it an issue that
may be dealt with by Parliament?

Write your own letter to the editor of a daily newspaper about a local or
national issue that you are concerned about.

3. Have your say

To the Honourable As a class, brainstorm ways you can get involved in national or

President and community issues.
members of the Discuss what might be the most effective way to:
nate in Parliamen .
Senate 2[%)11‘ g‘me L e Get aresponse from Parliament
4ssembple e Raise public awareness
The petition of the e Create media attention (
undersigned shows... e Target young people
Your petitioners ask/request e Change people’s behaviour
that the Senate...
Name  Address  Signature 4. Create your own petition
L e PO M e As a class, brainstorm community issues that you are concerned
3. Tony Stars 19 Moon St, Starville Tas, 1234 ~————— . oy .
. e about. In small groups, write a petition asking the Senate or House of
7 SommmyAbin 24t Av,HopmleTas, 1294 Representatives to take action on one of these issues.
8. Suzie Alvin 24 Saturn Ave, Happyville Tas, 1234 e
9. Tony Balony 15 Sunshine Rd, Happyville Tas, 1234 ~ o~~~
11 AbertTabert 20 Mo St e 1204 S To find out how you should set out the petition follow the links on
12. Ava Talbert 29 Moon St, Starville Tas, 1234 e
T ASrOCRT U e~ these pages:
15. Johnny Begood 17 Saturn Ave, Happyville Tas, 1234~~~
17 Tom Gorvtom 3 Sumshiner, Hapoyile oo, 1234 www.aph.gov.au/Senate/work/petitions/
ph.g p

18. DelilaDomdom 3 Sunshine rd, Happyville Tas, 1234~~~
19. John James 20 Sunshine rd, Happyville Tas, 1234 ~~~~~

www.aph.gov.au/House/committee/petitions/petitions.htm
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5. Class committee of inquiry

Hold a class committee of inquiry to investigate
an issue in your school.

e Divide the class into committee members, witness groups (people who
present evidence to the committee) and journalists.

e Decide on the terms of reference (what the committee is investigating). 7. Parliament and you

e After the inquiry, ask the committee to present a list of Explore alternative ways for the
recommendations to the class. Parliament to engage with young
* Ask the journalists to write and present a report about the inquiry and Beopleg Explainwny iesedmight
the committee’s findings. be effective. Find examples,
such as members of parliament

To find out more about committees, check this link: using social media, to illustrate

www.peo.gov.au/fag/fag_12.html your argument.

For information about how to run a committee role-play, follow this link:

Wwww.peo.gov.au/teachers/diy_committee.html 8. Parliamentary
privilege

6. Voting rights Is it reasonable that parliamentary

In 1901, when Australia federated, not everyone had the right to vote at priv{lege allows members of

federal elections. For example, Indigenous people and many Australian !oarlnament to spegk freely

women were not eligible to vote. Research an aspect of our electoral In Parhamer'wt? Write a short

history and present your findings to the class. Why do you think people essay exammmg.the con.cept Qf

have fought for the right to vote? parliamentary privilege, including

its advantages and disadvantages.

For more information about
parliamentary privilege, check
this link:

www.aph.gov.au/house/info/
infosheets/is05.pdf

To find out more about Australians and the vote, check out these links:
www.aec.gov.au/Elections/
www.curriculum.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=10033
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