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FEDERATION

Before 1901, Australia was one continent with six colonies (South Australia governed the Northern
Territory). In 1901, these six colonies became states and transferred some of their power to the
Commonwealth Government according to the new Constitution of Australia.

[n 1911, the Commonwealth Government created the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital
Territory. They are not states.

The NORTHERN TERRITORY
Legislative Assembly in Darwin

The QUEENSLAND
Parliament in Brisbane

The WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
Parliament in Perth

The NEW SOUTH WALES Parliament in Sydney

The VICTORIAN

Parliament in Melbourne

The SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
Parliament in Adelaide

The AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL
TERRITORY Legislative
Assembly in Canberra

The TASMANIAN
Parliament in Hobart

All nine parliaments have the power to collect and spend taxes. However, the Commonwealth collects
more taxes than any other government and returns much of this tax money to each state and territory.

Other federations include the United States, Canada, Malaysia, Brazil, Germany and India.
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